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A Comparison of the Disaster
Preparedness of Disaster Evacuation
Schools at Primary and Secondary
Schoolsin Japan and Taipel City

Ming-Y ang Hsu

Abstract

Disaster prevention education has been integrated into formal curriculum plans at primary and
secondary schools in Japan.Appropriate teaching-learning activities based on disaster characteristics of
the different areas are designed around the country. Additionally, disaster prevention drills are conducted
for avariety of different situations and disasters each semester.

Promoting close school-community collaboration can drive the disaster preparedness plans together.
Accordingly, disaster prevention parks, so-called community park can offer disaster victims temporaries.
Evacuation shelters can be set up in structurally sturdy schools and readily available in al school districts
in the event of disasters. The roofs of the school buildings can be used as temporary shelters after
tsunamis as well. As to at least three-day relief supplies should be stored at the warehouses above the
second floor or next to the playground. Supplies must include tents, blankets, drinking water, dried food,
portable toilets, toilet paper, etc.

Primary and secondary schoolsin Taipei City must set up the campus disaster prevention-relief plans
and establish the relevant organizations. Disaster prevention drills should be handled at |east once each
school semester in order to promote the development of disaster prevention education into the school
curriculum and materials.

Taipei City government has set up "priority school shelters' around the disaster prevention parksin
every district in Taipel City. Disaster prevention parks and school shelters can supply with temporary
housing, clean water, food and warm clothing for victims. When Taipel City is hit with larger than 5
Magnitude earthquakes or the Disaster Response Center describes the severity of disasters, these two
units will start of the responses synchronously. At present, a total of 12 disaster prevention parks are set
up as shelters 10 for mudslide disaster victims, 25 for flood victims and 24 evacuation schools for
earthquake victimsin Taipei City.

Key words: primary and secondary schools, disaster evacuation schools, disaster preparedness
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