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Measuring Differences in Attitudes perceived by Lishan
Residents toward Community-Based Industry and
Environmental Conservation

Yi-Hsuan Hsu* Yi-Ping Liu**

Abstract

Lishan Region, located in the middle of Taiwan Central Mountain, has an altitude of 2000 kilometer.
Since 1960s it has been developed as the primary area where consistently produces high-mountain,
subtropical fruits and vegetables in the nation. For this reason, this area has also brought its local
community a considerable amount of economy. In contract, the natural environment of Lishan Region
has consequently threatened by both human and natural impacts. Especially after 921 Taiwan earthquake,
the land and resources of Lishan Region are getting degraded than before. As a result, the neighboring
villages and industry are inevitably impacted.

In 2005, Council for Economic planning and development, executive Yuan, has drafted a plan for
“National Land Recovery” by means of saving the sites that have been over-developed. Among such
issues, the recovery planning on Lishan Region is always controversial. Therefore, this study was
proposed to understand the attitudes perceived by people in the local communities of Lishan Region
(including Li-Shan, Huan-Shan, Song-Mao, and Jia-Yang villages) about development of the local industry
and environmental conservation, as well as expected to find out the conflicting factors between these
two issues.

A total of 261 questionnaires were delivered to the selected subjects, which covers 60 to 70
samples in each village. The effective response rate was about 94.3%. Results of the study revealed
that “High-mountain Agriculture” has still recognized as an essential industry by the local communities,
and maintaining its sustainable development was the first choice for the people. Since there was lack of

alternatives towards industrial diversification in the region, the attitudes perceived by the people for

environmental conservation and their intention to act were relatively weak than for agricultural

* Assistant professor, Department of Applied Natural Resources, Aletheia University
**QGraduate student, Graduate Institute of Environmental Policy, National Dong Hwa University
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development. It thus can be seen that the attitudes held by the communities were contradictory. Finally,
some recommendations for public communications about environmental conservation in Lishan Region

were suggested.

Keywords: community, community-based industry, environmental conservation, attitudes
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