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A Study of Environmental Education
Integrated in Life Curriculum by
Using STS Teaching

Wanchu Huang', Shih-Hui Huang , Yu-Ting Yang

Abstract

The purpose of this research was to investigate what teaching activities of environmental education
might be developed as STS teaching theory integrated into the second grade Life Curriculum. In addition,
the researcher investigated how these activities were carried out, and their influences on students’
environmental awareness. After doing qualitative research through the activities, the researcher collected
the students’ material, did informal conversation interview depending on teaching situation and students’
responses, and then analyzed the influences on students’ environmental awareness according to student’s
responses and materials.

The activities were revised from the original materials, and matched up with the school and
community environment, after which teaching activities were developed on the basis of “environmental
education”. They were divided into three subjects of teaching activities. The first subject, “beautiful
campus”, encouraged students to investigate the plants in the campus and introduce them. Subject two,
“discover our community”, led students to visit our community and find out environmental problems in
our community. Finally, the third subject, “environmental protection”, used picture books and films to
help students understand global environmental problems, and put environmental protection into practice.

By reflecting on the teaching process, researcher noted some challenges teacher faced when
instructing environmental education via the STS teaching methodology, as it was integrated in Life
Curriculum, such as lack of problem-solving ability, undesirable of weather conditions and lengthy
activities, etc. By analyzing the influences of the subject matter on students’ environmental awareness,
the students were exposed to the dimension of observation. The dimensions of self-discovery and
self-awareness could be targeted by the different activities designed in the curriculum, and significant

improvements were noted. The dimension of introspection would rise by continued teaching.
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